always had in view ‘oot o othet of
Ywo objeces;tand were r'egulitid by,'J
vac or qcher of two principles. Toc’
extrente importance ¥ 'G. Britain.
‘of her seamen, and the great temp:”
~tation, - which the’ comparatively’
great rate of wages in thi§ country,:
nided by the similarity of our habity
and character, held out to her sea-
men, seemed to constitute a state of
thing‘!, out of which resulted ,n ob-
. ligation upon the U. S. to limit the
- injury thus incidentally done td her,
by some regulation, either directly
excluding her subjects, or at least
diminishing the temptation which
the ccl!r';_di(ion of things in this couns
try, offered to the cupidity of her
scamen. Thus doing her less inju-
ty, she would have less reason to
complain ; and less justification . for
a resort to the exercise of her claim
of impressment. This, it was con-
tefided, would be a precursor of re-
licf from that suffering. At least
" that it was our duty to make trial of
this policy previous to a war on that
account. Such was the principle
and policy of the gentlemen on his
side of the house, in this aspect of
the question. There was another
principle of policy, which this em-
barraysment pf our relations with
G. Britain suggested. The thoughts
of reflecting men were drawn to
consider the basis, on which the in.
terests of navigation rested; andit
began to be seen, and was centend-
ed, that by a gradual and systemat-
ic exclusion of forcign seamen the
condition of our maritime -affairs
would be improved, by a service,
exclusively, or in a great measure,
composed of native citizegs. Be-
yond the limitation resu'ting from
thele two principies, and having re=
lation to these two objects, no pro-
position was ever seriously suggest-
ed. It never was hear? or thought,
that the U. S. were losers by the
employment cf foreign seamen, It
was never heard that we could be
gainers by a system of reciprocal
provisions, which, adopted on some
sudden suggestion, should force
home the few native citizens of ours
which were in the empioy of fo-
re:gn nations, and force away the
multitudes of foreign subjects, which
were confessedly and notoriousiy in
our ewmngloy. .
Tdrare is something said Mr. Q.
5 rly strange and mysterious in
the” mhanner in which this biil is
made to pass through this house.
Never did any bill mdegx with so ma-
ny counterscurrent&and repugnant
eddies in its coursgir, Yet, it holds
its way, notwithstanding, andseems
tobe facilitated rather than obstrudt-
ed, by circumstances, apparentiy so
inauspicious—On the other side of
the house it is advocated as a mea-
sure of permanent policy. On this
side asa remporary expedient. There
it is carefully and systematically de-
nied to have any pacific intention.
Hcre, it isy as carefully and syste.
matically inculcated as a measure of
a certain pacific result. At one mo-
mient it is asserted to be an indepen-
dent regulation yielding nothing to
G. Britain, At the next it is said
to be proffering her so much, thatif
she fail to accept the proposition,
all hearts and hands must without
fail unite in the war. By this sort
of vacillating, accommodating argu-
ment, every species of political par-
ty seems to be fascinated ; and
‘made tp concur in the immediate ob.
1&;" “We for peace. They for war,
" 'We puliing one way. They another.
We' looking north,  They south.
““We east. They west. All give the
machine the same direction. By the
exertions of all, the passage of the
bilkis facilitated."

Considering the character of the
political fathers. of this bill, and
theirknown interests and connexi-
ons, its principle is not less suspici-
ous, than its pirliameptary course
is .mysteriong. . During -the whole
extent of their.-politjeal lives, the
friends of this propy({:ion, for a to-
tal  exclusion' of foreign seamen,
‘have maintained therightand thein-

“terests of ‘the A% S. to employ them
in the full;s/af)d‘mon unlimited eg-
. tent. Ang'now, in“a-breath; at a

.thought, without any pfevious warn-
< {ng; they turn round and proposc
" to exclude them altogether! Can

any man have faith, in the sincerity
of those vho advocate so extrava-

' gant. . proposition, in face of .all
~ their pfevious theories and.professi-
" “ons ¥ (an dny man who knows ‘the,
“na of this country, add the coni-

7 its popnlation believe im}
ity 2. Siry what are the:
nited -States in te-_

osite character ¥
ole,  hamogeneous
we afl spring out/
-Dats cagh of 03
he marks of?
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Si, the- fact Wn: altogether: the e
‘can state ‘is. fcither xompased of
flint, or of ghanite, but rather of a,
sort of pydding stone ; of & casual
collectjon of distinct individualg, ag-:
regated tagethery’ with no aclectic
gt\;in the - articulars, ‘and littls
strength in the cement. In a nation
thns constituted, it ia now seriously
proposed, as it is pretended, to turn
all foreigners from its sez seérvice,
and to form, by a sort of parliamen-
tary magic, in a moment, 3 New ma-
rine of pute and exclusiVe native
citizens. Let who will believe in
this project, I do not. Considering
the quarter from which- it comes, [
belicve as little in its sincerity, as 1
do tn its practicability:

Sir; if [ wished to press far: into
the discussion of this bill, which I
do not, I would ask,what hasbecome
of that great dictrine of the right of
expatriation, so obtrusively and clu-
morously mdintained, from the first
establishment of our national go-
vernment down to the present day,
by the patrons and authors of this
billy their friends and supporters?
Are all those choice topics of decla-
mation to be abandoned ? Are they
forgotten by gentlemen on the other
side of the house ? 1f they are, will
they be forgotten by this people ?
This bill proceeds upon the princi-
ple, that the right of expatriation
does not eXist in the subjects of fo-
reign governments. For if it  does
exist, then, such foreign government
has no right to reclatm them, and
we have no right to drive them
home. The bill abjures this right
of expatriation ; and in doing this,
cuts up by the roots not only the
claim of the individuals whom it
contemplates to force back to the
service of theirrespectivesovereigns
but also your whole right to protect,
beyond the limits of your local ju-
risdiction, even your naturalized
citizens. For, if the right of expu-
triation do not exist, then every to-
reigner, in taking upon himscif the
obligations of allegiance to this
couutry, does it subject to the ina-
lienable principle ot native allegi.
ance which this bill admits to exist.
So that it recognizes the justice of
the claim of foreign sovereigns to
their original subjects, as well those
who are naturalized, as those who
are not. I wish to be understood
as making no objection on this ac-
count—I" ask only, where is the
consistency of it ? I see the efieils
of this bill too plainly, not to be sa-
tisfied that it does not abandon the
projects tor which the clamour about
the right of expatriation was ongi-
tally raised. It varies the means,
without losing sight of the end. It
is, however, most extraordinary,
that men, who have been all their
llves long, perfect knight errants.
in favour of distressed foreigners,
who have set their spears in their
rests, and gone tilting all over the
world in defence of oppressed hu-
manity ; who have been iuviting it
to &ur shores with both hands,
should turn round at once, and pre-
tend to be about to send them all
home again, and leave them to the
mercy of ancient systems and of
their former masters.

But this is not all. This great
right of expatriation, which the ad-
vocates of this bill and their politi-
cal friends have been maintaining
these 20 years, in favour of all the
world, is now denied by the bill to
exist, even in our own citizens. The
reciprocity of the bill consists in
this, that these our citizens should
be forced home, according to the
obligations of their natural aHegi-.
ance ! For on this principle alone,
have we a right ta claim their return.
Thus strange and mysterious is both
the character and pariiamentary
course of this'bill: .

Mr. Q. said that his first abjecti-
on to the bill; considered in the
light in which it had been placed by
its advocates, as a measure of per-
manent policy, was, that its provisi-
ons were unnatural. By which he
meant, that they were irreconcilea-
ble with the known nature and ba.
bits and prrjudicea of the great ma-
jority: of the people of this country.
These had always been accustomed
to the employment of foreigners ‘in-
their sea service:dnd been taught to.
view it in a favourable light. Now,.
although it might bt wise to-coun-
teract these prejudices and to chdnge’
these habits, yet this could fog he!
 done ' suddenly,  nor by’ virtue -of;
mere law. * It must be done grada.
ally, and, as it were: insensibly, by
suclt systematic, temparate regulatit,
ons;. from which'no greatitemporary
‘embarrassment ‘should -resulty and
-whii¢h ‘would :make the. community |
‘mote réady €0’ co-opératel withithe:

e
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{ng the previous practice and'prejus
dices” o?’:_:h’e -community, mothing
way ¢ver more violengly repugnant
to both’thaa the provisions of the
billEeiEl N I
_, Mr. Quincy said that anotber-¢b-
jection was, that the bill proceeded
upon.the assumption of 3~ &tatg of
things, as a fact which was, notori-
ously false.” The only  possible
ground,. ypon which' a proposi-
tion,-suéh as that contained in this
bill could be made-to all the nations
of the world, must be that of snter-
eit. We would offer to drive their’
subjeéls dut of our employ, on the
proposed condition, that they shou.d
drive our citizens out of their’s, anly
on the principle, that, in the-pre-
sent existing reciprocation of service
we-were losers and they-gainers.—
Now, who believes that this is the
case - Who ever heard that thein
employment of our citizens was an
injury? The particular circum-
stances of the hritish nation, and
the temptation which cmployment,
in our marine and merchant ser-
vice, offered to her seamen, was a
cause of embarrassment with her,
which, in relation to that nation, it
was important to obviate, But G.
Britain out of the guestion, *and the
employment of the mariners of other
nations is highly uszful and impor-
tant, to us, and particularly isit im-
portantif wearcabouttosetourselves
seriously to drive from our employ
British seamen.
Mr. Quincy said that the nature
of che arguments, which had been
urgzed in support of the bili, and the
particular character of the support
it had received, was another objec-
tions ‘['he particular argument in
favor of the bill had been vacillating
from one principle to another. It
was uncertain, as to its teundency,
and plainly a game of expedicnts
and not the foundation of any enlarg-
ed system of policy. Plain goodin-
tention is easily discerned. ltisdi-
rect and steady, in ail its moves
ments. Its object is distinct and
its course towurds it certain, In
this way confidence is inspired. But
who can have confidence in a measure
which, in its nature, contravenes all
the previously declared maxims of its
advocates, relative to the subject ;
& which on one hand is supported as a
measure of war, and on the otheras
a measure of peace; in the house as
yielding nothing to Great Britain,
and out of it, as yielding every
thing? It is impossiblle—good never
dud procéed from a contrivance of
this motley, non-descript character.
Had the proposition contained in
this bill, been adopted in a time
of peace, had it been temper.
att in its character, had it refer-
ence to any distinct interest, by
which it was modelled, its effects
must have been, in the highest de-
gree, salutary. ln such a course a-
dopted under such auspices, Great
Britain would have seen a wise in-
telligence operating, on which she
might have calculated. But what
calculation can be made on the pro-
vistons of this bill2 \Will that nati.
on, or any other, credit that the U.
Statesareseriouslyintendingtodrive
all but native and naturalized sea.
men out of their employ? Or, if
such be ‘our intention, will it not
be viewed, as it is, as a temporary
expedient, having reference to parti-
cular c¢xigencies ; and which will be
abandoned as soon as the present
end is answered.
* I know it is said, that the general«
ization of this bill is a merecover to
canceal its true nature, which it is’
pretended, out of doors, is that of
a proffer to Great Britain, and that
foreign nations will not reciprocate.
For my part, I shall wonder, indeed
if they do not. For Great Britain
excepted, there is not an European
nation, as I believe, which would
not beﬁgainerl, and in the same pro-
portiort«would the Unied States be
loségs, by the reciprocity. .
As a system' of general policy,
then, the provisions of the bill are
illusivey . It remains to be consider--
ed what efficacy the bill will . havein
the attainment of peace,'so anxious:
ly and so justly desired by the peo-
ple of*the United Statgs.” -It iasaid
to be an instrument of peace. - Itis,
in.my apprehensiony.altogether the.
reverse. It hasinogithat.tendency ;-
nor do I believe /it jntroduced with
_that iutention. I givérentire credit
to-the gentleman from : Tenucssee
(Mr.. Grandy): when. he says, itlis
not a measure of peace.. 1t tias not
that intéention. - 148K this question
Mr. Speaker : Suppbse 3t ‘agent of .
yours has full _poweérs’ to megociate’

I

£ometo-yo and:ask a-limitation of
those -powers—what reason’can he
‘havéd- Plajnly’ bots oneyhe means.
to have a justificayiof;:in his’ hand,

Fhave terms an

| duty, are to exercise his entire pow-

upon . any -subject s -and  he should”

iy \',—' Sy

settlenment, which may bgu‘ .~
Having {ull powers to do his best, if
he reject any offers, the' responsibi-
lity rests vpon himself. “But if ‘he:
d cogditions specificd
by - which he is_to: governﬂllir‘r‘)yc_e!f,
then he is justified in refusing.any”
propasition, not fairly included With-
in the terms of limitation.. -

This is precisely the situation of
the president of the United States,
and this, as I conceive, i3 the exact.
bearing of this project. = "=

It is foreseen that negociation of
some kind will soon be inevitable.~
The president of the United Sutss
has full powerto negociate, upon this
subject; under the provisions of the
constitution. His business, and his

ers free and full, as that instrument
has granted them, and make the best
arrangement he can.  His duty'tﬁen,
is to come to the senate, and, if n
cessary, $o the house—and sdy,
« these are the best terms I“can
¢« make ; ratify, or reject them ac-
« cording to your sense of public du-
«ty. Ihave done my duty. It re-
« mains for you to do yours.”

This is the plain and the only con-
stitutional course. The provisions
of the bill reverse the whole order
of proceedings. It causes thelegis-
lature to present an uftimatum to G.
Britain ; to which, if she does not
accede, the president throws the re-
sponsibility of continuingthe war up-
on congress, who have thus limited
the general authority of the constitu-
tion. ltis invain to say that the pro-
visions of this biil are not, in efiect,
a limitation -of the treaty-making
power of the executive. In the na-
ture of things it must be so. Itis
so undeniably upon the grounds, on
which rests the very argument on
which it is maintaincd that this
bill is necessary. ‘The’ reason for
passing this bill is that as the sub-
ject must require legislative interpo.
sion, it is necessary that the presi-
dent of the United States should
know to what point the legislature
will advance insuch settlement ; and
that without such previous declara-
tion of the legislature, that foreign
nations ean have no confidence in a-
ny treaties, which may be made
since the legislature are not bound
to enact the requisite provisions. It
is, then, apparent that if this bill
be necessary to give confidence in
any treaty which shall go thus far,
that a treaty can be entitled no con.
fidence, which should go farther.—
In other words, beyond the limits
of our law, the treaty-making pow-
er cannot advance.

One of two things is inevitable.
Either the terms of the bill are
more than Great Britain will require
from us—or they are less. If they
are more, we have shown our whole
hand, and cannot hope for any thing
better than our own voluntary terms.
If they are less negociation is hope-
less. The president of the U. States
will never dare to gc beyond what
this bill authorises, when itis said
that to go as far as this it -is neces-
Sary that such a bill should pass.—
In this lies the mischief of thisbill.
It offers, in effect, as our wltimatum
terms which Great Britain bas re-
jected, over and over again, It
proffers terms, apparently, but not
really, rcciprocal. When rejected
by her, as they will be, the execu-
tive has obtained an apology.for con-
tinuing the war, and the opportunity
to cast the responsibility of its con..
tinuance upon congress.

Mr. Q. said, that to show how
utterly- destitute of alreciprocity,
even in terms, its provisions were,
he would only refer to a single cir-
cumstance, By the first section,
we require Great-Britain to permit us
to retain, #1 our cwn employment all ber
mative citizens, whem we bave natyra-
lized or who bave declared: or shall de-
clare before a treaty is made, their in-
tention to become naturalized. In- the
cighth section, which contains the
pretended - reciprocating propositi-
on, we require GreatgBritain to probi-
bit from ber employment all naturalized
citizens of the United States, suithout
exception of those naturalized, or those
'v:l:mtari{r rasident!  The very class
of her citizens which we claim the
right of keeping, is the very class
-,q‘f. our citizens which we'demand-of
ber to restore. And this is called
teciprocal't These are the. terms to-
which if G. Britain does not %ccede,
all Americans' arefor*-evef: aftet
‘bound ta unite ‘heart.and- hapd - in
_she war! For my part, I consider it

sald Mr. Q. a8 no .pacifi¢“measure, .
Jes ttue purpose is. to give- i pea
:aspect to the time—to clear'the

mosphere,for-a moment;-ag-that ghie:
money-gudgeons ‘may - b
-bite sharp-at the trca:ury~‘!fobk',
said that he' viewed it ‘as adchime
-calcplated to décejve the peoplesicto
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fevedi—|

&-“madefto |

the war; A/nder this
‘have nosupport:from hims -

| meat, i
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. remaining by the broad mouthed ll_mndez
2 gen-boat, it was confidently expected
ocld be blown sky-high cut of the water by.

declaration of war, to have those wishi 4
who on the slightest occasions bave excited
alarms, and caused much trepidation, among

or inconsis
fling,” turr

certain of our good citizens, Alarms sincetnz, Lird of arvicial velcanic eruption, kindled | ever before
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et manrer to the bottom of their ships.
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of the city, and that an immeduate atiack ikt £ mies are ir
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(this new fa
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barded. In this state of trepidation, a gentke i

2 ofan eye, the most flaming jaco-

man of ncte writes to his friend in a neighe 1 Rl fed : ls?:le:creswt?
bouring city, and in the glowing col urings of A wi Sorias e & eralist, Men of
exaggeration, which. is so pci;a!nvly the ol 1 without 2 shadow of mercy, or the l;ave been
spring of his fertile gerize and poetic imag'nte- :z'\blance of a trial, is stigmatized as a | time of wa
tion, describes our situation as avwful—not e JFIt0r. No matter whether it be from | on ought |
ly that an attack was apprehended, out ttat, Jilefciency of courage, military skill, or that wars,
Admira! Warren’s fleet was just off the e -Jlther incapacity in their favorite gene- rgrr:uanifi::
trance of the harbour. Flocks erowded tored MRS that misfortune befals the -army Elas! ‘:vho
this letter, and it was confidently believes [lbe effect is the same, and by a kind ;;' encroach u
upon the writer's report, that Ancapolis wit Boliticatslizht of hand, the poor. unfor: 5
in the raost imminent danger. Al disquizta® fats, dlscarded g ’e‘ ) Pis % Py o "?'bd;'fpow
was hushed inr the evenirig, and the City o2 i general, L led | obe 3ettxt t
more assumed” a siate of tranquillity, by 23 " eralists. Whenever there ;gpomnl?he;
supposed Ketch coming to anchor in the bar iy necessity for subterfuge, they al- cogngry wi
bour, and proving her national character— 78 have one ready at hand. . To hear | blindly de
What had been so often and clearly made it ™ declaim on the advantages of a 1o atd |
to be a Tender from the squadron, was 8 BEETS, 38 now necessary io‘;‘rrotect the admxmx_;trai
length discovered to be a Yankee schoouss JEZhts of & commenrci : e PRSI

o it rcial people, ‘a stran. | * powers tt
such as'is usually laden with, New-Englasd rto their former ‘professions 1q | court will
produce, instzad of mupttions of war. Bt B readily drawn into & belief WOUIT | with these
whiat bas become of the speck which 3ppe fag could into a bylief that'no- | whatever o
in the sky, and was anxiliary in producingt Sl ave ever been ghgrer their | ever-well g
perturbation which for a time agitated thecd il OF fostered with mofedare than | be treated :
we do not know., We sincercly hope, for 1 7477 bad hitherto been. - : ‘f‘ ]thnoet‘:;zg;
furare, that this gentlemart will empior 14 M Bat notmithistanding 411 this gabble, | endeavoure
tirme better than by trampenripg 137w 3 M ot w1l aéqriinred with the oriui, | O slave
wnonnded reports  Persoas calpae of o= iy o0 RN BTN £he OFIEIR | abuee, and
“acts not only cxcite the. ridicule of others, b% + of the -French party in assumed 'to

s country, know ivhat ‘comstrnction
Pt on these declamations-—It is-but
P glance over the o

often produce sericus inconvenience to thed
tizens. - Should danger actmally ihreatens @

geoplp?s ex
e the case

tranquillity

: !cothere

] coutd be permanent.: ‘And-ednsider-

iyt it
vl % X

{in case hic .refuses’ certain ‘terms of
1R X : (0 - N B Al

. bl i —

biigy them up with fals

N

e hopes, when
. et ‘A' . . - v-

services of such epistolary writers world b";‘ e speeches of some.of | our libertie
infinitely. more value with muikets on.the® R ETAL political preachers of '06,and | the .nation
shoulders than”in circulating idle rufacurt ® ®'COME st 6nce upon the doctrinei ssions of
frighten silly old women and children. Th% @eatimenteoe the l:'os~k° ootnnv?hmd ‘fully excite
Indeed, is too ridiculgas a subject to be treared it i8 nee X mtty Ll -of ‘officors
ih'a ‘gerious’ mannér ; therefore we ?”u G i “uvm 20817 ferw 2%‘
clude by advising those who blaster diily 355 68 with which' the wheels of | ninistratia
e rasotence of the foc, ar’the corners of 4 Jif "TeNt Move, any excuse is.always | country, a
sureets and faipablic places, and manafsc™ as" Manufactured—If the. president o ::3‘}'
thunderbolts of yengeance, fo stand 1B Teased. for: money, ' and: cannot u.m 1 ) |
rocad in the ‘eyent of necenity, nod no! I NUEIL the fuiluré 1w attrfbuted to fustencd oF
et o soumpdiamy e e 7 R et o (adefalioti+1f anzan Lo Thowty B
e T L R b memid agisable 2 wlbien
1t Is Somewhat vurpmiaingy that sicce i M Lo L 1abecausethi foderalisty Fliberties, ar
Biltish squadron has been fying: 88 quietly 1* 2ep—In fne, whatever failurs m;"&
' t sehemg of sdmints. | §1¥ine i
motrats ‘inyirisbly tracs it, | gardfoss of
ott, ta the oppasition of § Your 14 dw:

SYNn pp_° -4 'on. a‘e. v:d. »
H a federal staty dose not { st it
¥ gxpend foarly a mil- | fato swhick




